
 

If you have questions or concerns regarding your livestock and facilities, please give WCVS a call! 
 

Summer is here, and pigs are bacon! 

July 2018 – Dr. Brandon Miller, Greencastle 

 

Mother Nature is a powerful and uncontrollable 

force.  Hot weather and subsequent heat-stress has 

been a very big deal thus far this summer.  Not only 

has the actual air temperature been high, the 

humidity has also been a major factor.  The chart 

located on the right is an excellent guideline for 

when you can expect your livestock to be under the 

pressure of heat-stress.   

  

Best practices for managing 

heat in the summer 

Air movement – A good rule of thumb is a minimum of 4-7 mph.  On extremely hot days, a “box fan” 
may not provide enough air movement.  Livestock fans with a 1/3 to ½ horsepower motor would be a 
good choice if you are looking to upgrade your ventilation.  On outdoor livestock, shade and natural air 
movement are critically important. Closed-up barns and lack of shade trees will result in animals with a 
higher level of heat-stress.  
 
Water availability – Expect livestock to at least double their 
daily water intake on hot days.  This does NOT suggest you 
buy a larger water tank or water pipe as this will allow the 
available water to become warm.  Best practice is to offer 
fresh cold water more often through the hot days. Don’t 
assume your water is fresh and cold, TEST IT!  If it’s too hot 
for you to drink, it’s likely too hot for your livestock.   
 
Transportation and Activity– Move livestock during the early 
morning or late evening as animals can experience the most 
heat-stress during transportation.  Keep livestock calm and 
move them slowly.  If an animal is reluctant to walk, it is best 
to let them settle down before attempting to move them 
again.  
 
Nutrition – To improve performance, feed livestock when the 
temperatures are the lowest.  Additionally, increasing the 
feeding frequency in conjunction with slightly smaller meals 
at each feeding will help lower an animal’s overall heat-stress.  

Signs of Heat-Stress: 

Increased core body temperature 

Increased respiratory rate 

Open mouth breathing 

Decreased feed intake 

Vocalization 

Blotchy skin 

Laying down more than normal 


